CHAPTER VIII
MANNER OF LIFE
A EUROPEAN visiting India is struck by the poverty of the people and the contentedness with which they bear it; he is amazed to find that men will gladly take service for half-a-crown a week, finding themselves in everything, and he cannot but reflect upon the causes of this difference between East and West. It is due at bottom to a difference of outlook upon life: the ambition of the West is to acquire comfort and amusement, that of the East to acquire dignity and leisure. To the humblest servant his post gives some sense of rank, but very little reason for exertion. Europeans are not of course insensible to dignity ; it is enhanced by display, and luxury is accordingly desired for its effects upon others as well as for the pleasure it intrinsically affords. In the East, where dignity is infinitely more precious, it can also be enhanced by expensive display, but the display takes the more primitive form of generosity to others, shown either by hospitably entertaining caste-fellows, or by maintaining a host of dependants. The larger is a man's household the greater is his repute. Accordingly families have been multiplied without check, the land has been subdivided down to subsistence level, and any surplus income from rents, profits or salaries is spent upon feeding others. Not a man rises in the world but a crowd of poor relations cling to his skirts, living in his house, feeding at his hands, and offering him in return their respectful salutations. Such a theory of life does not encourage industry. Cultivators of some castes are industrious, but, generally, slovenliness is apparent in the fields, and beyond question the people could increase their incomes very greatly indeed did they think it worth while to make greater exertions. After pay-day mill hands will absent themselves
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